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Nisha Millet with children of Christel House

Christmas
and a cause

his sunny afternoon was all about fun activities, bal-

loon-bursting, a magic show, carol singing, dancing

and, not to forget, a delightful kids’ special menu.
Team Ista celebrated this season of giving with children in
a very special way. Ista, Bangalore, has been committed to
the cause-of contributing to society and has been actively
working for underprivileged children since its inception.
So, this time around it hosted a Christmas celebration for
80 children studying in third standard in Christel House.
The children were seen having a gala time with Santa and
his gang.

BT also spotted swimmer Nisha Millet with husband
Bikranjit Chatterjee singing Christmas carols with the
kids. They also cut the cake specially baked for the chil-
dren.

And at the end of it, it was Santa’s turn to bid the chil-
dren good-bye with return gifts and chocolates.
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Looking at the world
through a child’s lens

Adobe Youth Voices teaches children media skills

Staff Reporter

BANGALORE: Fourteen-year-
old Shivasagar from Christel
House School says he may
consider becoming a film-
maker after his studies. Ka-
risma (13) from Vivekavard-
hini High School is interested
in design and may study ani-
mation, while Saumya (13),
from the same school, wants
to be a cameraperson.

These children, who come
from deprived backgrounds,
hrave been able to realise their
potential thanks to the Adobe
Youth Voices programme,
Under this programme. they
were provided with multime-
dia and digital skills enabling
them to share their ideas,
demonstrate their potential
and take action in their com-
munities.

The programme covers
more than 1,000 youngsters
aged: between eight and 15
drawn frem 25 schools in the
Mational Capital Region and
in Bangalore. Filmg made by
the youngsters were screened
at an event here on Tuesday
organised by the Adobe
Foundation and the Ameri-
can India Foundation.

“The programme enables
these children to acquire the
skills needed to create media
projects, including videos,

The €D sleeve of a film made by students of

Christel House School under the Adobe Youth

Voices programme.

documentaties, digital pho-
tography, photo journalism,
animation, websites and mul-
timedia features,” said Rash-
mi Soni, senior
communications  manager,
Adobe India. It also serves as
posiible training in life skills
for children from poorer so-
cio-eeonomic  backgrounds,
as well as providing them
with a tool to decument is-
sues that affect their world-
Lhildren work under the

supervision of an art teacher
who is proficient in media and
technology.

Shivasagar, who has been
part of the project for almost
two vears, said, “The best part
is that I got te direct a film on |
child rights and the right to
education.”

Owver the past three years,
students have made films on
children’s right to edueation,
child labour, waste manage-
ment.and global pollation.
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1,300 STUDENTS FROM MORE THAN 30 COUNTRIES PARTICIPATE IN THE CAMP EVERY YEAR

Beating taklg wmgs

Sudipa Chakraborty. BANGALORE

It is “a gift from heavens” for 15-year-old
Zakir Hussain Kharali who is flying to US
this week to attend a six-week leadership
programme held in Culver Summer Schools
& Camps at Indiana, US. Zakir and his
classmate Angel Kumar are the only two In-
dian students selected for the camp. It is a
100-year-old leadership development pro-
gramme wherel,300 students from more
than 80 countries participate every year.
What makes Zakir and Angel different
from the other participants is that they
come from very modest backgrounds where
education is close to luxury. Both the chil-
dren earned this opportunity, all thanks to
the Bangalore based NGO Christel House
which educates underprivileged children
across the world. “The requirements for the
selection to the programme of these stu-
dents include overall excellence in extra cur-
ricular activities which need emotional ma-
turity and high academic achievement,” said
Jaya George, principal of Christel House.
“The camp is one of the best leadership
programmes in the world where children
from rich and influential families zet a
chance to participate. We are proud to send
Zakir and Angel because they are equally tal-
ented and deserving,” she added. Christel
House will bear their expenses including the
air fares. The camp will start on June 26.
Zakir's father, wha is a tailor by profes-
sion, considers this oppertunity as an un-
expected blessing from God, For a child from
the narrow alleys of MS Nagar in Kamana-
halli, this is indeed a million dollars dream,
“It was difficult for my family to belisve
that I have got an opportunity to visit US.
Talking in fluent English and learning com-
puter along with taekwondo and guitar is
close to a mirage for us,” said Zakir. He has
won a green belt in tackwondo, a Korean
martial art. Apart from various extensive
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l.Nlul I'HE DREAM: Zaklr and I'IIS I:Iassrnate Angel Kumar are the only two Inciuan

students selected for the camp

academic activities, Zakir is looking for-
ward to learn swimming and wrestling in
the summer camp. “Taspire to become a soft-
ware engineer one day,” he said with asmile
that assures us of his confidence and de-
termination.

Angel Kumar, an [Xth standard student
from Culvers Academy, is a proud 14-year-
old girl dreaming to make it blg in her lifa.

“My parents were very nervous to send me
to US, I convinced them because 1 know
what it means to me,” she said.

She wishes to become an IAS officer in fu-
ture and work for providing better educa-
tion for underprivileged kids in slums of In-
dia. Her father isa welder by profession and
they live in Kavalbysandra near RT Nagar

©_sutipa@dnaindia.net
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Jaya George

Principal, Christel House

V4@ We are proud to send
Zakir and Angel to the

camp, in which children from

rich and influential families

get a chance to participate,

because they are equally

talented and deserving.”

" HELPING THE
FUTURE LEADERS
Culver Summer Schools & Camps

are operated by Culver Academies

)cated in the northern part of

“Indiana and approximately 100 miles -

from Chicago.

They run independent preparatory
schoals for high school boys and
girls with extensive academic
activities.

1,300 students from more than 30
_countries participate i in the camp
_every year.

It was founded in 1894.

Christel House runs educational
institutions for underprivileged chil-
dren from kindergarten to class 12th
and trains them in vocational skills.
The children get training in nutri-
tion, health care, sports and cultural
activities,

They take the responsibility of the
job placements for all the students.

L
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By Barnali Pal

BanGALORE, DHsE: As part of a
programme to create
awareness about health
hazards,, " sanitation,
hygiene and cleanliness,
the Christel House India’s
students conducted a serv-
ice learning programme in
Kaval Byrasandra on
Sunday.

“Recently the school
autherities found that a lot
of students residing in
Kaval Byrasandra,
Doddanna Nagar,
Ashoknagar,
Devarajeevanahalli area
were falling sick and many
were suffering from
dengue fever and chikun-
gunya," This situation
impelled us to inculcate
awareness among the stu-
dents, parents and the
community about the viral
infection,” said Beschi
Amalarasu B, manager,
social services department
of the school. He added
that it was basically a pub-
lic awareness and pest con-
trol program.

“In the eourse of time
we would also cover areas
like Doddannanagar,
Ashoknagar and D J Halli,

We are conducting these |

programines in association
with the BBMP. This pro-
gramme was planned as

part of the Christel House |

India's Students Service
Learning Project and
Community  OQutreach
Programme through which
every student not only gets
an opportunity to learn to
be a socially responsible

member of the community,

but also gets involved in
outreach programmes that
benefit the community.
Nearly 70 students of
Christel House India
Learning Centre (for the
impoverished, orphaned
and abandoned children of
various urban shums and
few rural areas of
Bangalore) living in that
area, along with BBMP of
Kaval Byrasandra area
conducted a Public Health
Awareness programme,
where students walked
through every bylane of

the area raising slogans.

“We urged the BBMP to
create safe and hygienic
waste disposal and clear-
ance system, cover all the
open drains, provide safe
drinking water and have
regular pest and mosquito
control programme,” said
Ayesha Khan Nasir Khan
of Class VIL.

“We also were involved
in spraying anti-mosquito
medicines in the drains,
places where garbage is
thrown and interacted
with residents urging them

Christel House India's students conducting a service learning pro-
gramme in Kaval B}aasandra, on Sunday.

o keep their e

Christel holds service drive

clean,” said Rupesh, a
Class X student.

The school social serv-
ice department has decid-
ed to submit a petition
signed by the students and
parents of that area to the
BBMP urging them to take
immediate action and to
provide a clean and safe
living environment, pro-
vide safe drinking water to
the public and especially to
guard young children from
dengue, chikungunya and
viral fever, added Beschi.

ent




News Paper: Deccan Herald Date: 3.4. 2008

Edition: Bangalore




News Paper: Deccan Herald Date: 25.4. 2008

Edition: Bangalore

B ]
3 Frlda.y, April 25, 2008

E Event for charlty

sha Uthup with the kids of Christel House.
he glitterati hada  was raising funds for Ashtaputre and Snrﬂ
great time at the their  school.  The vas Chari

. eventAn Evening  evening saw a talented Usha Utbup J;zeiug a
- Uthup' or-  display of art works by I that she
panised by the Remais-  the children of Christel s sang and e il
sance Gallerie at the House and  serious the  300- sirong crowd
L:EEIE Galleria in aid of -worka by H;-,rdm‘abaaﬂ that evening. It was a
Christel House, Young Biicade of pre memorable ‘Evening en

Christel House Spre- mium  artists: | like joved byall,

miere institution for un- Sachin Jaltare, Sud-
derprivileged children  hakar Chippa, Sa:m&y
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Four minu

Meet some young
filmmakers.

AYESHA MATTHAN

akshitha and her camera-shy
classmates, Suresh Govin-
. draj and Swathi Ramesh, had
four minutes to make a story into
a film. They are from a world
where they have to walk for wa-
ter, carry heavy buckets back and
study under a streetlight.

These brave hearts of Christel
House India (a non-profit centre
for underprivileged children)
were in class VIII, last Novem-
ber, when they worked to tell
their story through film. And
they have been chosen for the
Official Competition of the Kids
for Kids Festival 2007 (an in-
ternational film festival for kids)
in the Live Action (13 to 16 years
old) category in Naples, begin-
ning from the end of this year.

So what happens if they don’t
have proper light to read books
or study, eat meagre meals, carry
rock-heavy buckets of water or
join their parents as a construc-
tion labourer or plumber? -

Good opportunity
Christel House India provides
them with the opportunity to
study and play. And imagine,
with this rare opportunity, they
have already made a lovely short

Date: 26.10. 2007

film in their own school premises
by the age of 14.

It all happened when Adobe
Youth Voices held a four-day
workshop in their school in No-
vember 2006 where they learnt
the basic skills of how to hold a
camera, shoot and edit.

Then, they decided on a topic.
We get a glimpse into what life
would have been for them if it
wasn’t for this opportunity of
education and unigue filmmak-
ing workshop.

The film is short and gripping.
You go along ‘to Rakshitha's

_house where she has to fill water

from a common tap outside. She
then shows you her bright, col-

‘ourful ‘school where she loves

OF THEIR LIVES: A cinemati retelling

playing the keyboard in music
classes. She knows she can do a
lot to change Bangalore. She re-
alises her responsibility as a
young citizen.

They say that they have en-.
joyed their experience in film-
making. They now even want to
have a shot at filmmaking when
they grow up. Who knows - they
could very well be the next Ste-
ven Spielberg or Aparna Sen!

And it’'s you who can make
sure that they never to be cheat-
ed out of their dreams on their
way to becoming good teachers,
doctors, writers or even carpen-
ters.

After all, every profession is a
dignity of labour.
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Christel House children who won the award, with environmentalist Suresh Heblikar.

Young brilliant minds

mgmahe kids from Christel
THouse India (a non-
profit organisation for

under privileged) have
been conferred the,
‘Adobe Achievement
Awards 2007" for their
animation film “Request
from Earth”.

The animation film tells
the story of Mother Earth
who expresses her grief
and pain as she is
subjected inhumane ways
in return of her sélfless

love and care.

The 90 second short
animation film by these
creative minds of Christel
House has brought out the
need for protecting earth
and fighting against
pollution in a very
touching but effectual
manner.

About 900 drawings
and sketches have been
used to portray the
obliteration slapped on
Nature by various forms

pollution. Francis Paul — a
member of the winning
team said, "I am extremely
delighted with this award
but would be happy if
more students come
forward to save our earth
before its too late"

The Adobe Achieve-
ment Awards celebrates
the student accomplish-

- ments reflecting the pow-

erful convergence of tech-
nology and creative arts.
Commenting on the

success of these wonder
kids, Raju Shahani, the
Executive Advisor for
Christel House said,
"children are the future of
our country and
accomplishments like this
make our effort at Christel
House worthwhile. We are
extremely proud of our
kids who are determined
to change the world in
their own way."

DHNS
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Golf tournament to
benefit needy kids

SUNDARI IYER | MUMBAI

hristel House, an organisation working for

the upliftment of the underprivileged chil-

dren, in association with Puma Sports India

Limited, announced the Christel House
Open charity golf tournament to be held on March 16
at the Bombay Presidency Golf Club, Chembur.

The Christel House Learning Centre was opened in
Bangalore in 2001 and moved to a new premises in
2004. The school currently has 640 children from
Kindergarten to class § and plans to grow by 80 chil-
dren each year until it reaches its maximum capacity
of 1,040 in the year 2010 in kindergarten to class 12.
All the children learning at the centre are from fami-
lies that carmn a collective income of less than Rs
2,500 per month.

The interesting thing about this school is that it is
mandatory for any single parent of the child to work
for the school for a minimum of 50 hours per year and
this 1s what they pay as the fees [or admitting their
children in this schoel.

Speaking about the tournament, Mr Rajiv Mehta,
MD, Puma India, said, “We share a common passion
for sports with Christel House and with their commit-
ment to realising the needs of underprivileged chil-
dren, we hope to build greater awareness and gener-
ate funds for this noble cause.”

He added, “We will take the lead sponsorship of
Christel House's fund raising event in three leading
Indian cities including Mumbai, Bangalore and Delhi
this year.”

The tournament coincides with the opening of a
Puma store in the city. Raju Sahani, managing advis-
er, Christel House said, “The Christel House Golf
Open, now in its fifth year in India, is growing in
stature and will hopefully emerge as the most coveted
charity golfing event in the country.”

“Rs 20,000 is charged as fees for participation and
two players can form one team. A maximum of 54

4!

(Ahove and below) Students at Christel House, Bangalore.
Tue Asian Age photographs

teams can play the tournament. Sixty [ive entries have
been registered so far. The charity raised is on an
average of Rs 10 lakhs per event,” Sahani added.



Magazine: Golfline

Edition: Bangalore

Date: Feb 2007

Charity

Sport For A Cause

Whar does a sports lifestyle company
have in common with acharity organization
for underprivileged children? The drive
to create the best. This is perhaps one
of the several reasons why Puma India
partnered with Christel House, a global
charity organization cngaged in offering
education, nutrition and health to
underprivileged children to break their
cycle of poverty

The partnership with  Chuistel
House is part of Puma’s commitment to
give back to the communities in India
and of crearing value for them. “The
decision to partner with Christel House
as a charity of our chaice was made easy
when we visited the school. Children
and faculty members of Christel House
are a reflection of their commitment to
nurture dreams thereby bringing the best
in education and nutrition. Whar added
on to our level of confidence in them
were some of their operating principles
like - transparency, every contribution
from donors completely directed towards
children’s welfare and the founder's
planning for the model to succeed,” said
Rajiv Mchta, Managing Director, Puma
Sports India Pyt Led.

As a part of this partnership, Puma
India will cake the lead sponsorship of
Christel House’s flagship fund raising
event —Christel House Open ‘Golf
- in 3 leading Indian cities including
Mumbai, Bangalore and Delhi, in 2007.
The endeavor will be to creare the most

coveted charity golfing event across the
country. The year 2006 did see a large
amount of participation from several
corporate houses for the same. Also the
first tournament in 2007, which would
be a start of this great relationship with
Puma India, is expected to create an even
greater buzz. The Christel House Golf
Open is scheduled to be held in Mumbai
on March 17 2007 and would coincide
with opening of a new Puma rerail outlet
in the New Year.

Christe]l House Open commenced
in Bangalore in 2003, and has since
then creared emotional bonds for all its
participants with the cause of Christel
House children. Every year, motre than
100 enthusiastic golfers participate in the
event with profiles ranging from CEQOs
and MDs of large corporates and other
eminent sports personalities:

Christel House is a nor for profit
organisation founded in 1998, by US-
based entrepreneur, Christel DeHaan,
whose mission is to help orphaned,
abandoned and disadvantaged children
in developing countries break the cycle of
poverty through education and become
selfsufficient, contributing members
of their societies. The learning centers
of Christel House are spread across 5
continents with a presence in Mexico,
Venezuela, USA, South Africa and Indi

Leading corporates such as Flextronics,
Deutshe Bank, the UB group, Mantri,
HM constructions and sports personalities
such as Sujit Somsundar have expressed
solidarity with Christel House in various
capacities, towards the education of the
children at Christel House.

The Christel House Learning Center
in India in Bangalore has a strength of
704 children in Classes KG to 8th.

For enquiries on Christel House Open
Golf, call 9886111000



Newspaper: New Indian Express Date: 17.01.2007

Edition: Bangalore



News Paper: New Indian Express Date: Nov 19" 2006

Edition: Bangalore



News Paper: New Indian Express Date: Nov 19" 2006

Edition: Bangalore



Magazine: 080 Date: June 2006

Edition: Bangalore



News Paper: The Times of India Date: 18™ May 2006

Edition: Bangalore



News Paper: The Hindu Date: 20™ March 2006

Edition: Bangalore



News Paper: Deccan herald Date: 4" Feb 2006

Edition: Bangalore



News Paper: The Hindu Date: Dec 19" 2005

Edition: Bangalore



Magazine: Business India Date: Dec 19" 2005

Edition: Bangalore



News Paper: The Times of India Date: June 15™ 2004

Edition: Bangalore



News Paper: The Times of India Date: June 15™ 2004

Edition: Bangalore



News Paper: The Times of India Date: May 03" 2002

Edition: Bangalore



News Paper: The Hindu Date: Jan 06™ 2002

Edition: Bangalore



